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IMPORTANT STUDIES OF THE NAVAL POSTGRADUATE SCHOOL 
 
1916: Swain Committee 
SECNAV Josephus Daniels seems to have personally commissioned a study 
of the Postgraduate Department of the Naval Academy (the successor to 
the School of Marine Engineering). This was more formally the Society for 
Promotion of Engineering Education chaired by the famous MIT Professor 
George F. Swain. The committee's recommendations were not pursued 
immediately because of the U.S. entry into WWI but they were acted upon 
quickly after the Treaty of Versailles was signed. SECNAV Daniels, still 
running the Navy at that time, even published several papers in scientific 
journals of the day. https://calhoun.nps.edu/handle/10945/34051 
 
 
1919: Knox-King-Pye Board 
CAPT Dudley Knox was a professor at the Naval War College and head of a 
committee that mapped out a broad plan for officer career development. 
This plan included sea-shore rotations and education at various stages in 
the officer's career. It was subsequently published in Proceedings in 1920 




1944: Pye Commission 
Admiral King, as CNO during the war, tapped his long-time friend and 
former Knox-King-Pye Board member Admiral William Pye, now president 
of the Naval War College, to develop a post-war plan for naval education. 
The commission's reports are not very informative, perhaps due to the 
nature of war in early 1944, but this was instrumental in paving the way for 
SECNAV support and Congressional approval for further expansion of NPS. 
It also provided the basis for the 1945 Spanagel Board to find a new campus 
for NPS. https://calhoun.nps.edu/handle/10945/60208 
 
 
1945: Spanagel Board 
Captain Herman Spanagel led a board that reviewed 25 sites around the 
country and proposed Hotel Del Monte as a new home for NPS. He then 
defended this selection in Congressional hearings and effectively 




1946: Holloway Board 
Admiral James Holloway, Naval Academy Superintendent, chaired a post-
war study that reshaped career planning for Navy officer education. The 
postgraduate school is included in this broadly based study that included 
reservists, ROTC and the Naval Academy and looked at the total Navy 
officer requirements as well as professional development. 
 
1947: Heald Board 
Dr. Henry Heald, founding President of Illinois Institute of Technology, 
chaired an academic committee that reviewed the post-war status of NPS. 
The board's recommendations led to many advances in NPS and helped 
open the doors for an expansion of faculty and student research at NPS. 
https://calhoun.nps.edu/handle/10945/34155 
 
1975: Perry Board 
Formally called Navy Graduate Education Program Select Study Committee, 
this board conducted a comparative study of NPS and AFIT during an era of 
post-Vietnam retrenchment and Draconian budget cuts. In more recent 
years, the board was nicknamed by some at NPS as the Rice Board when 
board member Donald Rice became SECAF and later the "Perry Board" 
when co-member Dr. William Perry became SECDEF. The board's 
assessment helped Navy leadership maintain its support for NPS and 
averted a dramatic closure or consolidation. 
 
Note: There were other studies — e.g., the Sprague Board, Weakley Board 
and later BRAC studies — however I feel the set above are the most 
notable. 
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